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In the Christian faith, we believe in the Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as one God in three distinct 
persons. Each is fully God, co-equal and co-eternal, united in essence, will, and purpose. This profound truth is 
affirmed in Scriptures like Matthew 28:19, which calls us to “baptize them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit." Yet, a perplexing question arises when we read Mark 13:32: "Now concerning that 
day or hour no one knows—neither the angels in heaven nor the Son—except the Father." lf the Father, Son, 


and Holy Spirit are truly one, why is it that only the Father knows the timing of Christ’s return? 


To unravel this mystery, we must humbly approach the profound nature of the Trinity and the purpose behind 
Christ's earthly ministry. Understanding this question requires us to look deeply into the relationship within the 


Godhead, the role of Christ during His earthly mission, and the sovereignty of God’s plan for humanity. 


The Trinity, while a difficult concept to fully grasp, emphasizes that God exists as three distinct persons—Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit—yet they are of one essence. Each member of the Trinity has unique roles, but they remain 


inseparable in their divine nature. As Jesus said in John 10:30, "| and the Father are one." 


In this divine unity, the Father’s will and the Son’s mission are completely harmonious. However, while they 
share the same nature, their roles within the scope of salvation history differ. It is within these distinct roles that 


we can begin to understand why the knowledge of the day of Christ’s return is attributed solely to the Father. 


When Christ, the eternal Son, took on human flesh, He voluntarily limited certain aspects of His divine nature to 
accomplish the work of salvation. Philippians 2:6-7 describes this self-emptying: “Who, existing in the form of 
God, did not consider equality with God as something to be exploited. Instead, he emptied himself by 


assuming the form of a servant, taking on the likeness of humanity.” 


In His earthly ministry, Jesus submitted to the will of the Father and operated under the limitations of human 
existence. This self-limitation did not mean He ceased being God, but He willingly refrained from exercising 
certain divine prerogatives, including knowledge of the exact time of His second coming. Jesus Himself 
emphasized that He came to do the Father’s will, saying in John 6:38, “For | have come down from heaven, not 


to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me.” 


Thus, when we read Mark 13:32, Jesus, in His humanity, expresses His submission to the Father’s will and the 
mystery of the timing of His return. This was a part of His earthly mission to live as fully human while still being 


fully divine. 


Another important aspect to consider is the Father's unique role in establishing divine plans and purposes. 
While the Son and the Holy Spirit are equal in essence to the Father, the Scriptures often portray the Father as 
the one who initiates divine plans. For instance, in Acts 1:7, when the disciples asked the risen Jesus about the 
timing of the kingdom’s restoration, He responded, “/t is not for you to know times or periods that the Father 


has set by His own authority.” 


This reveals that the Father, in His sovereignty, has chosen to retain the knowledge of the exact timing of the 
end of the age. This does not diminish the equality of the Son or the Holy Spirit but highlights the unique role of 
the Father in the administration of divine timing. It also serves as a reminder of God’s transcendence and the 


limitations of human understanding. 


The fact that only the Father knows the exact time of Christ’s return should not be a source of confusion or 
doubt. Instead, it is a call for believers to live in a state of readiness, constantly watching and waiting for His 
return. Jesus, in Matthew 24:42, tells His disciples, "Therefore be alert, since you don’t know what day your 
Lord is coming.” Our focus should not be on knowing the exact time but on living faithfully in anticipation of His 


return. 


This uncertainty is designed to inspire vigilance, purity, and devotion. If we knew the precise timing, there might 
be a tendency to become complacent. But because we do not know, we are encouraged to live each day as if 
Christ could return at any moment. 2 Peter 3:10-11 reminds us that "the day of the Lord will come like a thief... 
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, it is clear what sort of people you should be in holy 


conduct and godliness." 


The mystery of why only the Father knows the day of Christ’s return invites us to trust in God’s perfect wisdom 
and plan. Though the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one in essence, their distinct roles reveal different 
aspects of God’s redemptive work. The Father’s knowledge of the day of Christ’s return serves as a testament 
to His sovereign control over history and His unfolding plan for the world. As believers, we must walk by faith, 
trusting that God’s timing is perfect. Just as Christ humbled Himself in obedience to the Father during His 
earthly mission, we too must submit ourselves to God’s wisdom, knowing that His plans are far greater than 
what we can comprehend. Isaiah 55:8-9 reminds us: "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways 
are not My ways. This is the Lord’s declaration. For as heaven is higher than earth, so My ways are higher than 
your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts." 

In light of this, let us remain steadfast in faith, watchful for Christ’s return, and diligent in our Christian walk, 


knowing that the Father’s wisdom is supreme and His timing is perfect. 
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